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BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: The date is 


January 18, 2,002. The time is 1045 hours. This 


is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of the Safety 
Battalion of the New York City Fire Department. 


I'm conducting an interview with the following 


individual. 

Q. Please state your name. 

A. Jason McGimpsey. 

Q. Jason is a 6th grade Firefighter assigned to 


Ladder 12 of the New York City Fire Department. We are 


at the quarters of Ladder 12. This interview is 
regarding the events of September 11, 2001. 

Jason, in your own words please tell us what 
happened that day from when you got the run to the 


fire. 


A. We got the run. We went over there with one 


extra guy, who ended up on the rig there. We went 


over. I don't know exactly where we parked when we got 
there. Got out, and they didn't have an extra mask for 
me, so I had to go find a mask. I kind of got a mask 
together as we were going in. 


Q. Where did you first report? 


A. We first reported to we went into the 


building and we thought we were in the south tower 
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because there was a Chief there that wanted all the 


officers to report to him. He said he designated the 


building as the south tower, so I thought it was the 


south tower at the time. Our Lieutenant went over 
there and got our assignment to go to -- start at the 
14th floor and work our way up and make sure everybody 


was clear. 


So we got up to the 14th floor, started to 


work our way up and we just got to the 19th floor when 


the first building collapsed. We wer 


QO. You were in the Marriott? 

A. In the Marriott, yes. At that point, we were 
trying to get -- it was kind of chaotic, the lights 
went out after the first collapse. I was trying to get 


all my gear together and somebody yelled out just 


forget everything, just go down, just get the hell out 
of here. Go, go. So everybody just kind of high 
tailed downstairs trying to get everybody together. 

Q. Were you with any other units or you were 


just Ladder 12? 


A. There were other people that were with us, 


but I didn't know who they were or how they ended up 


there or anything like that. We got down to about the 


fifth floor. We couldn't get down any further. There 
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was debris there. So we were trying to figure out how 


to get out of there. We took like a corner room and 
there was another company that was with us, but I don't 


remember which company it was. We were trying to 


figure out how to get out of there. 


We were going to have to single sign out the 
window, but the rope was on the 19th floor. We were 
thinking about using a hose line and we decided that 
wasn't such a good idea, so they said that somebody has 
got to go up and get the rope. 

Initially I was going to get it because I 


brought the rope. So another guy, I was the junior 


man, so they wouldn't let me do that. Another guy 
stepped up and said he was going to get it. I was 


going to go with him and the officer said to stay 


here. We are going to go up and get it. The two went 
up to get the rope. As they were going up -- 


QO. Who is this, Lieutenant Petti? 


A. Lieutenant Petti and Angel Juarbe. They went 


to get the rope and we stayed trying to figure out what 


we were doing. Tried to get in touch with the command 


post. We forgot before we went in there, they switched 


us to channel 3 and just because of everything going 


on, nobody thought to go back to Channel 1. We were 
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trying to get the command post. There was no answer. 
We were trying to get anybody to realize. There was no 
answer. 


They had a Mayday come in for a guy from 4 


Truck, Brennan, fron 4 Truck. 


QO. Were you aware that the south tower had 
collapsed? 


A. We didn't know actually what was going on. 


We weren't sure if those noises wer sounded like 


another plane, bomb, something like that, but -- it 


just was a big, we didn't really know what was going on 


because we were inside the building and then walking 
around we knew it was bad, just from looking out. We 
could see just from out the windows and everything. 


But as they went up we found a way out through the 


debris down to the next floor down, so we were -—- 
everybody started to go down. 


As they were going down, one of the guys 


wanted to wait for them. He actually -- before we 


started down, the other guys radiced back. They got 


the rope, I believe, I think they got the rope, but 


they were going to go after the guy with the Mayday. 
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Everybody was going down to the fourth 


floor. One of the other guys, Mike Mullan, was going 


to go up and s to help them out. 
Q. Did the guy who gave the Mayday, did he say 
where he was? 


A. I can't remember if he did or not. P| 
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Mayday Mayday. Nobody was answering. So that's just 


the way -- 
QO. I was just curious. 
A. They went to try and find him. As Mike was 


going back up, I wanted to go with Mike and one of the 


senior guys, he told me to stay next to him the whole 
time. I went up to him, I said look, maybe I should go 


with Mike. He said no, just stay with me and he went 


down and I guess it happened, the first collapse. I 


didn't see there was a couple of civilians that they 


found. So they went down and I just didn't want to 


leave Mike, I went to go with Mike. 
So I told Mike I was going to go with him and 


Mike ordered me to go downstairs and just from that 


time, from the top of the stairs to the bottom I got to 
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the fourth floor and the second building had 


collapsed. Everything above our floor was lost in the 


cloud. Those three guys, they were lost in the cloud 


too. 

From that point everything just turned 
black. I thought we were buried at first, so I masked 
up at first, because I don't know if it would be -- it 


was just everything just turned black so I thought I 
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was buried. The second collapse was really bad because 


the whole building really shook and the noise -- it was 

-- it sounded like it was another plane. I was 

waiting for the fuselage to come in. It was so loud. 
So after that, smoke -- the black started 


lifting and the light started coming through. The 


collapse had ripped apart the back wall of the 
stairwell we were on. So we were kind of like ona 


ledge of debris looking out once everything cleared 


up. We were trying to figure out how to get out. 


That's when I saw those three civilians were with us. 


We were on the ledge. We were trying to 


figure out how to get out. There was a beam that was 
leaning against an I beam that was leaning against the 
building. So I yelled out to everybody that we got an 


I beam here. Not everybody heard me. So the guys that 
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heard me went over to the I beam and we brought one 


civilian down. We went down the I beam. It was really 


weird because at the bottom, there was nobody around 


and then once you started walking, you kind of ended up 

like there was nobody. So we just kind of walked out. 
We all kind of got separated in the debris. 

I went out with three guys and down the I beam and we 


ended up meeting up on the west side by the water. 


Q. What happened to the other two civilians? 
A. The other two -- it got confusing, really, 
after the second collapse, it really got confusing. I 


know we brought the one down and the other ones must 


have been the other ones stayed with the other guys 
and it just got -- there was so much going on. The 
other guys didn't even come with us. They might have 
taken a different way to get down. I know one of the 
guys actually we weren't even sure of 
accountability, where everybody was. And I know 


afterwards everybody thought that I was still with 


Mike, so it was kind of confusing after that. 


We came back. We were on the west side 


there. We had a little Fire Department boat pick us 
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up, a two man boat. They brought us over to the Jersey 


side. I kind of got my bearings over there, made a 
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couple of calls, see if everybody was okay. Then once 
I got my bearings together, I hopped on a boat and came 
back. 


Went back to the Manhattan side. The other 


two guys kind of just hung out back on the Jersey 
side. When I got back there I was trying to find -- I 
had been calling in, trying to find -- I was calling 


the Lieutenant and all the guys I wasn't sure about, 


trying to get in touch with them. Couldn't get touch 
in touch with them. I was looking for anybody in the 
company, trying to find anyone with the company, trying 
to find out what happened with the guys. 


The company told us they thought because the 


senior guy that had me the whole time, after the second 


collapse, he didn't hear me yell to everybody for the I 


beam. I guess he went down -- at the time -- I didn't 
know everybody -- I thought everybody heard. He 
thought that I was upstairs with Mike still. Sol 
tried to find him. Now I found him, just kind of got 


everybody together. Everybody figured out where 


everybody was at. We had accountability now. Told 


them the guys that were on the Jersey side. Then I 


ended up trying to stay. I stayed with the company for 


a while but my eyes got really bad after that. 
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I kept flushing them and I tried to stay as 


long as I could, but they put me in the hospital. That 


was it. 
Q. Anything else you want to add? 
A. That's all I can think of right now. 


BATTALION CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Thank you very 


much. I appreciate your help. I'm trying to put 


this thing together. It's 11 o'clock. That's the 


end of this interview. 


